Project Chirag to light up 400th village with solar power

SANDEEP CHAVAN

MUMBAL January 10,
2019 wall be a special mile-
stone for Project Chirag as
well as the underprivileged
beneficiaries of rural Tndia
whom thee MO serves, when
aclar power will be pro-
vided to Liaht up the lwnes,
schools, and liveliheods of
residents of Baldyachapoda,
Hirve, in Mokhads block,
Maharashira, making it the
A0 village 1o benefi from
thewr ntervention. And o
think this village 1= & mere 4
heurrs sy from the bustling
megapselis Mumibai!

What started as o studemt
inatantive e 2000 has today
grovwn into an NGO that
is working in the arca of
sustmmable energy Tor rural
masses. Savs Pratibha Pai,
Co-lfounder & Director of
Chirag Fural Development
Foundation = What better way
ter Lishoar my the Mew Year, ,, we
hove been mstrumental in
ok juesd giving light ve all the
lssivses and the aanganwadi
& primary school in the vil-
lage, but we have succeaded
in bringmg water o the vil-
lage for its drinking and
agriculiwral needs through
solar-powered [ imgation,
ensuring that 23 acres of
tarmlaned that was being cul-
tivated only during the paddy
seazon will noww have year-
roumd cultivation of ‘mogrs”
and vegetables.”

Haldvachapadn 15 located
on e Sahyadri sange, and
From mwst parts of the village
a perenmial river “Khunt” 1=
vizible — however 1tis o daily
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Children excitedly

challenge for the villagers (o
walk down a few killomelres
ol rough terrain and climb
back balancing 2-3 huge
ks of water on thear heads,
S0 new o pel water at ther
village from a tap amd have
pipes rmgating ther farms
brimgs exeitement and hope
indo the lives of these irihals,
As one elder farmer eom-
menibed W ane in the wiinter
ol our Life, but we owe it 1o
our children 1o give them a
better farming optuon so ey
oo ot muigrate fo the city 0
senreh of & lvimg,”

Chireg Eural Develop-
ment Foundation | CEIDE},
under its lagship Project
Chirag. bas becn werking
exbensively inihe tribal arcas,

awail strect light installation.

providing selar elecinfica-
tien m dork villages across 7
states, nainely Mahazashira,

Proposal for Adgaon

in Mashik district
We already have 2 request
from Adgaon on Harsuel side of
Hhunti River in Nasik distrist.
We're mwaiting donore for the
purpose. Dwr grass root pariners
Diganta Swaraj Foundation -
Shraddha & Rahul have been
very helpiul and tetally involved
im emsuring that beneficiaries
demands are satishied.
- Pratilka Pai

7T

Tk KW solar

Rapasthan, ULF, Kamataka,
Meghalava, Assam & Li-
tarakhand since 20100 By
nstalling solar home lights,
street Lights and solar min
grids to bring light, water
and lvelthonds mite the lves
of villagers, Projest Chirag

*& CRIF,
b the preferred sustainable
energy pariners for com-
mumibies-in-meed, and hope
1o bridge the gap botween
a mexdern India that aspines
i toke 1ts nghtful ploce as
a ghobal lkeader omd a part of

we alm to

haz crafied over a hundred

thowsand bright smiles across

ower 00 villages.
it i

India that 15 yet struggling to
get the most basic of neces-
sities,” Pai adds.

ABOUT PROJECT CHIRAG

* This project wiss staried as 2 sludent initiative by the Faculty of H.
R College in Mumbai, Pratibha Fai and students in 2010, 18 grew so fast
that in 2011, Fratikha Pai slong vsith her student Jyotirmey Chatterji
and twa other advizers to the project, Nikunj Jhaveri & Sajju Jain
decided to w21 up Chirag Rural Development Foundation, an NED.

* The growth stary of Chirag and its impact is the result of the
Tiewm effoet of the core team, Machilet, Lans and Kiran undes Pai's

quidianze.
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